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LL Blankenhorn is a family of three
script fonts that emulate German
lettering styles from the post-war
era. It closely references the work
of Fritz Blankenhorn (1921-2011) as
in-house designer at Deutscher
Blcherbund. His distinctive hand-
lettering style debuted beautifully
on the cover of Max Frisch’s Homo
Faber in 1957. Following 1962, it
established itself as a trademark for
the best-selling novels of Johann
Mario Simmel (1924-2009), one of
Germany’s most commercially suc-
cessful writers of the postwar era.

Finding the right approach to
transpose these dynamic handwrit-
ten letters into fixed digital form
proved difficult. At first, a traced
version allowed James Goggin to
evoke Blankenhorn’s style, yet it
was static and lacked the energy
of the original. Furthermore, vec-
tor re-creation of the original fluid
hand-rendered letter combinations
proved laborious and produced
awkward results.

Only a few years after
Blankenhorn’s death did we realise
that, in order for the project to
advance, it needed the skills of a
qualified calligrapher, preferably
one with experience in digital type.
In 2014, we approached Tobias-
David Albert, who had been aware
of Blankenhorn’s distinctive letter-
ing style and, after careful evalua-
tion of his numerous book covers,
identified three threads to elabo-
rate on. His digital ‘handwriting’
pushed the project in a promising
direction, and over the course of
several years, he emulated the

many missing elements required
for exceptionally wide-reaching
language support.

OpenType allows for multiple
sets of alternate characters and
letter combinations, joined together
as ligatures, to be included in a
font. In order for LL Blankenhorn to
come alive as a dynamic script font,
Tobias drew more than 5000 such
unique glyph combinations, making
sure that each of the brush-painted
letters would subtly adjust their
shape and position to each of their
potential neighbours (and, even
once he was done, he then went
back to work on the kerning). The
result is a particular kind of digital
script lettering which, much like
hand writing, is composed on the
fly. The typeface doesn’t so much
consist of individual letters, but
rather of letter combinations, sylla-
bles and words. Only when applied
does it take on its final shape.

While it is supporting the full
set of Latin languages (as listed
in the Technical Information
section), the designer carefully
optimised LL Blankenhorn in terms
of the more elaborate and complex
diacritics of these following 26
languages: Afrikaans, Albanian,
Catalan, Croatian, Czech, Danish,
Dutch, Estonian, Finnish, French,
German, Hungarian, Icelandic,
Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Maltese,
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese,
Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian,
Spanish, Swedish, and Turkish.
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Uppercase

ABCDETGHIJKEMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Uppercase
Alternates
Stylistic Set1

DFHOKMUPRST VWY

Uppercase
Alternates
Stylistic Set 2

DIMRRS

Lowercase

abedoetghhijkklmuopgristuvwxyz

Uppercase
Ligatures
Stylistic Set1
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Ligatures
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Lowercase

Swash Feature

- Initial Form,
Final Form,
Isolated Form
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VWYWWWXXXYY Y222

Figures

0123456789

Ligatures
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Uppercase
Ligatures
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Ligatures

au-be-Gy i -on-or o o5 ox iy Of b 0r o ou,

Swash Feature
- Isolated Form

Std Accented

Characters

- Standard
Western
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Punctuation

(r23205i0) [&@#]{---)enes,“", " _[\”
t#* 4500

Currency,
Mathematical
Operators

ESEVLIN Y Yhot-xs=2#2¢22227100ATIEON
tfo//~|l8%/e

Fractions,
Ordinals

1% % %
1990 qorqreqst znd 3rd 4#:

Numerators,
Denominators

M10133456%89 /4423456789

Superscripts,
Subscripts

$#0133456%89 Hoqa3456v89

Std Accented
Characters
Swash Feature
- Standard
Western

\\\\\\

~ N N

4d44d 444464
66 6884ALIALIILILOBILL KN 0666660660

GhEGEp0hSESUANUGUGEAGIGGGYY 4333

bbb

Std Accented
Characters
Swash Feature
- Latin
Extension

@wwwmoac‘ééméééwdm

VUV UV oo o = VYV V AAA v L v

8866 epe0s884diddddddaddthlivy
WEEE i kAL i mmn iy

oMJMwMMrrrrrr r 'rr,r,rri"r

adaad
ééé

AAAAAAAA
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Accented
Uppercase
Alternates
Stylistic Set1

IIIIIII

0202325555(7 JoT WWWW"IWN

Accented
Uppercase
Alternates
Stylistic Set 2

DOIIIQIRRNRRRBESSS

Accented
Characters
Uppercase
Ligatures

A Al Al Al A AR Al Al e Abe Abe Abe Ak A

Al Al Ale Al Ale Ale Ale AF Ar Ar Ar Ar Ar Ar
Ar Ar Ar A A At Ao A At A o Ao Ao AY A b A
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MMMM&%MMM& Ab A A A
AMWAMMM#AMW At At At
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m%m%mmm%wm%mm

AM#:A»»AMMA#: m,«(wagraaaaa

ooooo

’’’’’’

'r;wwwwazmaaaaaaa
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Glyph Overview

Ligatures
Swash Feature
- Final Form
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Layout Features

e ghied Gotrid
Per Default S 6@3 SOffél:S
Schoollricnd Schoolfriend
Huna Hurra
Hanmer Hammer
usker Etrusker
tilivg Friihling
Kukaa Kukatka
vertidfiat odvertriflat
Priv “Privée
e, el wamdglich

fragend,
Beer

isF
ro-cn-cie arc-on-ciel
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Priv Privée
réurir erdurivi
Moz ez kavija Mode i fez kavijar
s AB/13%32 a3
62/5%9 6 %529 %%4%
90 90%5%;
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Vitpieation X1 1x1
Glyph % 1 36cm % x3b6em
Superscript Nm’f’t A 6“* Nm'*,t‘l’ %’.8
Subscript # 0 #30
Ordinals % 1 1 3 14 10 9 znd
sute Set acula Dieno  PunjaDracula Prewo
arernaies — Faupasia Vinkaord  GFauasiaFinkaTjord
DERSSY ura tabal ek Sburra Hrabal SHieh
e usel Iéky el Oéky
iemand WNiewand
rotokot Porotokol,
emdezvous 7 adice Rendezvous Radice

tefanie Sably
okio “Tika Tjorben
atorland Viava
ind | viter
acht
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Stefanie Sdbty
okio Tika Tjorben
Vatorland Viava
Wind Writer

Yackt

soeese® DujaOraculaDieno  Dunja Dracula Dreno
premeres  nsel Iéky Insel Feky
Y Y ﬁ’i'!aﬁg" 'za " a
O Kilichar
sylsteSets: Dgedhorgeinor Tiau Das Houz vinoy Tiaw

Hurra Geschi
whiq uhig

Huna Geschin
Hhiq huhig

Paar Paa Padt Paay
auny D reany “Trauny Dreany
uskor /\\f-ont Etruskor Alfront

s Futia
Alternate e:i gmw ”t/ Mdgffm

Maithius Maithdius

Skipa/itgerd Skipatirgerd

svi ciner k2iner soi, inor keinor
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Stylistic Set 5: ‘Dm d ‘DW

Alternate k
Briicie ‘Buicke
?i’ "&&. b’ ?" 1Ty bl

amen kamon
Ackeny Akeny
Stylistic Set 6: wwm o wwm on

Alternate d

Stylistic Set 7 4) gm ) Jd;gesfel;e

Alternate h
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No Open Type Features Default Ligatures

Mutter  Mu

Stylistic Alternates

-SS01
Alt. M

-SS02
Alt. M

-SS04
Alt.r

No Open Type Features Default Ligatures

Brotzeit  Brolzcit
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Stylistic Alternates

-SS03
Alt.i

rozcit
= ‘B aﬁzg"'

-Swash
Feature
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?‘M ‘Be le )
94 Points
- Partially Swash . . . .
Feature
- Word spacing
reduced
- Alternater

T "/’@ ,p ac m" oUre dw WW
Q 0
0n-& sempre caviale

reduced
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73 Points

- Partially Swash
Feature

- Word spacing
reduced

- Alternate |

90 Points
- Swash Feature
- Word spacing reduced




LL Blankenhorn Script
& I &< | '
0

55 Points 73 Points
- Alternate N, r - Alternate
- Swash Feature A, J, K kk

de%v”'s vive kk(’/AM
fombre
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145 Points
- Alternate P,C
- Swash Feature




LL Blankenhorn Script

160 Points
- Partially Swash Feature
- Word spacing reduced

- Individual line spacing

Kaviay seiny
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zur fitteron Neige
jobe ist wur el Wert
lcifzen euch hoffew

Blankenhorn Script
105 pt

Wir
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LL Blankenhorn - Styles

Blankenhorn Script

Les parowss de Simmel étaiont originaires de Hambourg. Son pére
juit Waltor Simmel érait chimiste, sa méreBisa, née Schueider, était
monteuse 4 la sociéé cinématographique Wien-Felm. Son pére s'est
onfui a Londres pour échapper aux nazis, +andis que presque +ous ses

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Simmels €btcrn Sammick aus Hamburg. Sein jidischer Vater
Watlter Simmel war Chemiker, seine Wuker Sisa, geb. Schucider,
Lekrtorin Gei der Titmgesellschaft Wiew-TFitm. Sein Vater flok
ver dew Nationaleesialision nack London, wakrend fast alle

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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Sinine!'in ailesi Hamburg'dan geldi. Yakudi babasi UWakier Simmel
bir kimyagerdi, annesi Disa, née Schucider, film Sirkehi Wien-Tilw'de
editordi. Babasi Naxilerden Londra’ya kacarken, baba tarafindaki
akrabalarmmn neredeyse tamain Naxsiler tarafindan katedildi.
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Technical Information

Latin

Afrikaans
Albanian
Asturian
Asu
Basque
Bemba
Bena
Breton
Catalan
Chiga
Colognian
Cornish
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
Embu
English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Filipino
Finnish
French
Friulian
Galician
Ganda
German
Gusii
Hungarian
Icelandic
Igbo

Inari Sami
Indonesian
Irish
Italian
Jola-Fonyi
Kabuverdianu
Kabyle
Kalaallisut
Kalenjin
Kamba
Kikuyu
Kinyarwanda
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Koyra Chiini
Koyraboro Senni
Langi

Latvian
Lithuanian
Lower Sorbian
Luo
Luxembourgish
Luyia
Machame
Makhuwa-Meetto
Makonde
Malagasy
Maltese

Manx

Meru
Morisyen
North

Ndebele
Northern Sami
Norwegian Bokmal
Norwegian
Nynorsk
Nyankole
Oromo

Polish
Portuguese
Prussian
Quechua
Romanian
Romansh
Rombo

Rundi

Rwa

Samburu
Sango

Sangu
Scottish Gaelic
Sena

Serbian
Shambala
Shona

Slovak
Slovenian

Soga

Somali
Spanish
Swahili
Swedish
Swiss German
Tachelhit

Taita

Tasawaq

Teso

Turkish

Upper Sorbian
Uzbek
Volapik

Vunjo

Walser

Welsh
Western Frisian
Yoruba

Zarma

Zulu
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Features cswh Contextual Swash ss02  Stylistic Set 02
dnom Denominators ss03  Stylistic Set 03
frac  Fractions ss04  Stylistic Set 04
liga Standard Ligatures ss05  Stylistic Set 05
numr Numerators ss06 Stylistic Set 06
ordn Ordinals ss07  Stylistic Set 07
salt  Stylistic Alternates sups Superscript
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Codepage Please refer to the Technical Document

Copyright No part of this publication may Lineto GmbH assumes no resposi-

be reproduced, stored in a retrieval

system, or transmitted, in any

form or by any means, electronic,
mecanical, photocopying, record-
ing or otherwise, without the prior
written consent of the publisher.
This publication and the informa-
tion herein is furnished AS IS, is
subject to change without notice,
and should not be constured as

a commitment by Lineto GmbH.

bility for any errors or inaccura-
cies, makes no warranty of any
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