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About the Font

Ettore Sottsass and Perry King
designed the portable Typewriter
Valentine for the forward-thinking,
design-conscious Olivetti corpo-
ration. The small, light typewriter
with its bright red plastic casing
quickly gained a cult following, and
today fetches high prices in antique
markets.

The digital typeface of the same
name is a careful reconstruction
of the original type of the Valentine

typewriter. It comes in three weights:

light, regular and bold, along with
matching italic cuts.

Supported Latin Extended

Scripts

File Formats Opentype CFF, Truetype, WOFF, WOFF2

Design Stephen Miller (2002)

Contact General inquiries: Lineto GmbH

service@lineto.com

Technical inquiries:
support@lineto.com

Sales &licensing inquiries:
sales@lineto.com

Lutherstrasse 32
CH-8004 Ziirich
Switzerland

www.lineto.com
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LL Valentine Light

6.5 Points During Olivetti’s immature Italian As the company
first 20 years, industrial economy. added new models to
Italy suffered the The little plant its line (the M20
effects of World in Ivrea expanded in 1920 and M40 ten
War I, uncontrolled rapidly, adding both years later) it
inflation, politi- floor space and opened sales offices
cal instability, and employees as fast in six foreign
finally the crash as they could be countries, originat-
and Great Depression assimilated; yearly ing Olivetti’s
OF 1929. OLIVETTI MACHINE PRODUC- CONSISTENTLY INTER-
ITSELF, HOWEVER, TION SHOT UP TENFOLD NATIONAL APPROACH
ENJOYED REMARKABLE BETWEEN 1914 AND TO BUSINESS. IN 1928
AND LASTING SUCCESS 1929, FROM 1,300 TO CAMILLO OLIVETTI’S
IN THE RELATIVELY 13,000 TYPEWRITERS. SON ADRIANO HAD

8.5 Points In 1960 Olivetti intro- ergonomic in such a
duced the Elea 9003, the new way for that time,
first transistor-based that the computer seemed
mainframe computer, to correspond and commu-
developed under the sup- nicate with the user.
port of Italy’s most In 2018, UNESCO declared
famous scientist Enrico Ivrea a World Heritage
Fermi and designed by Site. Like the company
ETTORE SOTTSASS WITH A ITSELF, THE TOWN IS PART
FOCUS ON THE CASING AND OF A LEGACY THAT CON-
CONTROL PADS: BOTH AES- TRIBUTED TO MAKE ITALTIAN
THETICALLY PLEASING AND DESIGN A REFERENCE:

10.5 Points

An engineer, modernist, businessman,
but most of all a humanist, Adriano

Olivetti became president of his father’s

company in 1938. Adriano hired famous
designers to work on his projects at the
Olivetti factory located in the small
town of Ivrea north of Italy. Creating
THE MOST PROGRESSIVE COMPANY TOWN OF THE
TIME, IT BECAME A COMMUNITY WITH ITS

OWN RULES AND FACILITIES FOR THE WORKERS,

LL Valentine - Specimen

13 Points

Adriano Olivetti employed bril-
liant architects for the Olivetti
showroom and also for headquar-
ters around the world, one of the
most remarkable examples is the
Carlo Scarpa’s Venice Showroom of
ITtalian XX century architecture,
which today is a museum. Besides
this, painters and graphic desi-
GNERS WERE CALLED TO IVREA TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE LOGOTYPE AND TO
THE BRAND CORPORATE IDENTITY.

THE COMPANY CREATED ITS OWN TYPE-

16 Points

Historically, the type-
writer was born as the
result of the search for a
faster way to communicate:
in the early models there
was not a concern about
the design of the machine
itself nor of the letter-
FORMS. MARCELLO NIZZOLI
CREATED THE PORTABLE TYPE-
WRITER LETTER 22 IN 1949.

Lineto Type Foundry



LL Valentine Light

Pmliet)n%ic;ir RNtlaSelzss B iasparon
Type bompany Etore
UNDERWOOD 8 Otsas S
Keyboarc GRAPHIKA
Lexikon 82

Modulo M4

OLIPHONE M8 AﬂiteCh
" Horizon 3 MS 100

Ttalia 90

geT wrzter  CP 486

LL Valentine - Specimen




LL Valentine Light, Light Italic

12 Points

2« PaS. TYPESTYLES
P.S. PITCHES 3/60"

129
131
78
80
88
132
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Tile® P.S.
Tile® Italic P.S.
Cubic® P.S.
Cubic® Italic P.S.
Shadow P.S5.
Shadow Italic P.S.
52

TO 8/60"

182

104
185

E-001
E-001
E-001
E-001
E-001
E-001
E-002
E-002
E-002
E-002

Madeleine P.S.
Madeleine Italic P.S.
May Pa.S.
May Italic P.S.

E-003

53 Victory P.S. (Gothic P.S.) E-002

155 Promotion® P.S. E-002
190 Albau P.S.
SHADOW FAMILY
88 Shadow P.S. 3/8
132 Shadow Italic P.S. 3/8
84 Shadow 1012 (10)
84 Shadow 1012 (12)
133 Shadow Italic 1012 (10)
133 Shadow Italic 1012 (12)
65 Shadow 1215 (12)
65 Shadow 1215 (15)

E-001
E-001
E-011
E-011
E-011
E-011
E-011
E-011

+ 4+ 4+ +++

E-015
E-020
E-015
E-020
E-021
E-025
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LL Valentine Light Italic

6.5 Points The little plant line (the M20 office, which soon
in Ivrea expanded in 1920 and M40 ten employed some
rapidly, adding years later) it of Europe’s leading
both floor space and opened sales offices artists to commu-
employees as fast in six foreign nicate Olivetti’s
as they could be countries, originat- commitment to
assimilated; yearly ing Olivetti’s aesthetics as well
machine produc- consistently inter- as efficiency.
tion shot up tenfold national approach Adriano Olivetti,
BETWEEN 1914 AND TO BUSINESS. IN 1928 BORN IN 1901, GRADU-
1929, FROM 1,300 TO CAMILLO OLIVETTI’S ALLY TOOK ON MORE
13,000 TYPEWRITERS. SON ADRIANO HAD OF THE COMPANY’S
AS THE COMPANY ADDED  OPENED THE COMPANY’S — MANAGEMENT, BECOMING
NEW MODELS TO ITS FIRST ADVERTISING GENERAL MANAGER

8.5 Points During this time, the As Adriano Olivetti
Olivettis took an active gradually gained control
interest in the welfare, of the family business
particularly the living during the 1930s, he
conditions, of their embarked on an ambitious
workers. The company plan for the entire
began building housing town of Ivrea, building
for its workers in 1926, schools, housing, roads,
AND MADE AN EFFORT TO AND RECREATION FACILI-
CREATE A CORPORATE ENVI- TIES IN ADDITION TO REG-
RONMENT DESIGNED AS A ULARLY EXPANDING THE
HAVEN FOR ITS EMPLOYEES. OLIVETTI PLANT ITSELF.

10.5 Points

Olivetti founded a magazine and later a
publishing house to further his social
ideals, and remained a leading force in
European industrial philosophy until

his death. Providing the wherewithal to
support such philanthropy was Olivetti’s
continuing success in the marketplace.
THE COMPANY INCREASED TYPEWRITER PRODUC-
TION THREEFOLD BETWEEN 1929 AND 1937,

AT WHICH LATER DATE SOME 40 PERCENT OF

LL Valentine - Specimen

13 Points

As the company grew, this preo-
ccupation with design developed
into a comprehensive corporate
philosophy, which embraced every-
thing from the shape of a space
bar to the color scheme for

an advertising poster. Many years
later the Museum of Modern Art

in New York City would recognize
OLIVETTI’S ENDURING COMMITMENT

TO DESIGN BY MOUNTING AN EXHIBI-
TION OF ITS PRODUCTS AND HONORING
THE COMPANY AS THE LEADING DESIGN

16 Points

During Olivetti’s first
20 years, Italy suffered
the effects of World

War I, uncontrolled infla-
tion, political insta-
bility, and finally the
crash and Great Depression
of 1929. Olivetti, how-
EVER, ENJOYED REMARKABLE
AND LASTING SUCCESS IN
THE RELATIVELY IMMATURE

Lineto Type Foundry



LL Valentine Light Italic
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LL Valentine Regular

6.5 Points Olivetti became Olivetti MP1 respectively.
famous for the (Modello Portatile The architect and
meticulous attention in Italian). From designer Ettore
it paid to the the 1940s to the Sottsass began con-
design of its prod- 1960s, 0livetti sulting for Olivetti
ucts, through industrial design in the late 1950s
collaborations with was led by Marcello and designed a
notable architects Nizzoli, who was series of products
and designers, over responsible for the including the Tekne
A NEARLY 60-YEAR LEXICON 80 AND 3 TYPEWRITER IN
PERIOD STARTING IN THE PORTABLE LETTERA 1958, THE ELEA S003
THE LATE 1930S. 22 TYPEWRITERS, COMPUTER IN 1959,
AN EARLY EXAMPLE IS WHICH WERE RELEASED AND LATER, THE
THE PORTABLE 1932 IN 1948 AND 1950 PRAXIS 48 TYPEWRITER

8.5 Points It continued to develop behind IBM in Europe.
new computing products In 1980, Olivetti began
on its ownj one of these distributing in Indo-
was Programma 101, one nesia through Dragon
of the first commercially Computer & Communica-
produced programmable tion. In 1981, Olivetti
calculators. In the installed the electro-
1970s and 1980s, they nic voting systems
WERE THE BIGGEST MANU- FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIA-
FACTURER FOR OFFICE MENT IN STRASBURG AND
MACHINES IN EUROPE AND LUXEMBOURG. IN SEPTEMBER
2ND BIGGEST PC VENDOR 1994, THEY LAUNCHED

10.5 Points

Olivetti opened its first overseas
manufacturing plant in 1930, and its
Divisumma electric calculator was
launched in 1948. Olivetti produced
Italy’s first electronic computer,

the transistorised Elea 9003, in 1959,
and purchased the Underwood Type-
WRITER COMPANY THAT YEAR. IN 1964 THE
COMPANY SOLD ITS ELECTRONICS DIVI-
SION TO THE AMERICAN COMPANY GENERAL

LL Valentine - Specimen
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13 Points

In 1960 Olivetti introduced

the Elea 9003, the first transis-
tor-based mainframe computer,
developed under the support

of Italy’s most famous scientist
Enrico Fermi and designed by
Ettore Sottsass with a focus on
the casing and control pads:
both aesthetically pleasing and
ERGONOMIC IN SUCH A NEW WAY

FOR THAT TIME, THAT THE COMPUTER
SEEMED TO CORRESPOND AND COM-
MUNICATE WITH THE USER.

16 Points

The company was founded as
a typewriter manufacturer
by Camillo Olivetti in 1908
in the Turin commune of
Ivrea, Italy. The firm was
mainly developed by his

son Adriano 0Olivetti, whose
utoplian vision led not

ONLY THE COMPANY?’S WORLD-
WIDE EXPANSION AND COMMER-
CIAL SUCCESS, INFLUENCED

Lineto Type Foundry
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LL Valentine Regular, Italic

13 Points

1« FAMILY STYLES

TILE® FAMILY

CSA’S STYLE DESIGNATION

124 C
124 C
136 C

126
129 G
124 G
124 G

MAY FAMILY

104
185
204
149
179
179
184

May
May
May
May
May
May
May

P.S5. 3/8
Italic P.S. 3/8
P.S. 2/6

mini P.S. 2/6
1012 (10)

1012 (12)

Italic 1012 (10)

129 Tile® P.S. 3/8
131 Tile® Italic P.S. 3/8

229 Tile® P.S.

147 Tile® mini Pa.S.
124 Tile® 1012 (10)
124 Tile® 1012 (12)

130 Tile® Italic 1012 (10)
130 Tile® Italic 1012 (12)

2/6 E-006
2/6 E-008

E-002
E-002
E-006
E-008
E-012 + E-016
E-012 + E-022
E-013 + E-016

E-001
E-001

E-009 + E-015
E-009 + E-020

E-009 + E-015
E-009 + E-020

125 Tile® 1215 (12) E-009 + E-021
126 Tile® 1215 (15) E-009 + E-025
160 Tile® Orator 10 E-018
136 Tile® Narrator 10 E-018
Tile® 20 E-025
Tile® Greek P.S. 3/8 E-026

Tile® Greek 1012 (10) E-026
Tile® Greek 1012 (12) E-026

Tile® Cyrillic 1012 (10) E-027
Tile® Cyrillic 1012 (12) E-027%
Tile® Narrator Cyrillic E-027
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LL Valentine Italic

6.5 Points

Olivetti S«p«A.,
through its majority
ownership of Tele-
com Italia S.psA.,
is Italy’s leading
telecom-munications
company. Telecom
Italia is the former
Italian phone monop-
oLy, WHICH WAS PRI-
VATIZED IN 1997 THEN
TAKEN OVER BY OLI-
VETTI IN A 1999 HOS-
TILE TAKEOVER.

In addition to its
fixed-1ine telephone
operations, Telecom
Italia also holds
majority control of
Telecom Italia
Mobile, which spe-
cializes in cellular
telephone services.
OLIVETTI’S EMERGENCE
AS A LEADING TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS PLA-
YER MARKED A DRA-
MATIC SHIFT IN THE

company’s history.
Olivetti was long

a world leader

in the manufacture
and sale of type-
writers, before its
1980s plunge into
the information
technology market,
WHERE IT BECAME

A TOP EUROPEAN MAKER
OF COMPUTERS AND
COMPUTER SYSTEMS.
HOWEVER, THE COMPANY

8.5 Points

Olivetti was founded in
1908 in the small
northern Italian town of
Ivrea, not far from
Milan. Camillo Olivetti
had been much impressed,
on his various trips

to the United States,
WITH THE TYPEWRITER,
ALREADY WELL ESTABLISHED
IN U.S« OFFICES BUT
STILL LARGELY UNKNOWN IN

his native Italy. 0l1i-
vetti pulled together a
modest capital fund of
L 350,000 and, in Ivrea,
Italy, opened his own
typewriter manufacturing
plant (the country’s
firstémdash) ploying 20
WORKERS. IN 1911 HE
EXHIBITED THE FIRST ITA-
LIAN TYPEWRITER, THE
OLIVETTI M1, THE TURIN

10.5 Points

During this time, the Olivettis took an
active interest in the welfare, parti-
cularly the living conditions, of their
workers. The company began building
housing for its workers in 1926, and made
an effort to create a corporate envi-
ronment designed as a haven for its
EMPLOYEES. AS ADRIANO OLIVETTI GRADUALLY
GAINED CONTROL OF THE FAMILY BUSINESS
DURING THE 1930S, HE EMBARKED ON AN AMBI-

LL Valentine - Specimen
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13 Points

Founded by Camillo Olivetti,

an electrical engineer, the com-
pany began making typewriters

in 1908. In 1925 Olivetti dis-
patched his son Adriano Olivetti
to study modern manufacturing
techniques and plant management
in the United States. Upon his
return, the company underwent a
COMPLETE REORGANIZATION THAT
INCLUDED STREAMLINING AND MODERN-
IZING OPERATIONS AND DEVELOP-
MENT OF A NEW TYPEWRITER DESIGN,

16 Points

Nevertheless, after gra-
duation in 1924, he Jjoined
the company for a short
while. When he became unde-
sirable to Mussolini’s
Fascist regime, Camillo
sent Adriano to the US

to learn the roots of Ame-
RICAN INDUSTRIAL POWER.

FOR THE SAME REASONS HE

LATER WENT TO ENGLAND. UPON

Lineto Type Foundry



LL Valentine Italic
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LL Valentine Bold

6.5 Points Giovanni Pintori was
hired by Adriano
Olivetti in 1936 to
work in the pub
licity department.
Pintori was the
creator of the 0li-
vetti logo and

many promotional
POSTERS USED TO
ADVERTISE THE COM-
PANY AND ITS PRO-
DUCTS. DURING HIS
ACTIVITY AS ART

Director from 1950,
Olivetti’s graphic
design obtained
several interna-
tional awards, and
he designed works
that created the
Olivetti image and
became emblematic
ITALIAN REFERENCE
IN THE HISTORY OF

20TH-CENTURY DESIGN.

THOSE DESIGNERS
ALSO CREATED THE

Olivetti Synthesis
office furniture
series which mainly
were used to be
installed in the
firm’s own headquar-
ters, worldwide
branch offices and
showrooms. Olivetti
ALSO PRODUCED SOME
INDUSTRIAL PRODUC-
TION MACHINERY,
INCLUDING METALWORK-
ING MACHINES OF

8.5 Points

With the Tekne/Editor
series and Praxis 48,
some of the first elec-
tromechanical typewrit-
ers were introduced.
The Editor series was
used for speed typing
championship competi-
TION. THE EDITOR S FROM
1969 WAS THE TOP MODEL
OF THAT SERIES, WITH
PROPORTIONAL SPACING AND

the ability to support
justified text borders.
In 1972 the electro-
mechanical typeball
machines of the Lexicon
90 to 94C series were
introduced, as competi-
tors to the IBM Selec-
TRIC TYPEWRITERS, THE
TOP MODEL 94C SUPPORTED
PROPORTIONAL SPACING AND
JUSTIFIED TEXT BORDERS

10.5 Points

Between 1955 and 1964 0Olivetti developed
some of the first transistorized mainframe
computer systems, such as the Elea 9003.
Although 40 large commercial 9003 and
over 100 smaller 6001 scientific machines
were completed and leased to customers

to 1964, low sales, loss of two key man-
AGERS AND FINANCIAL INSTABILITY CAUSED
OLIVETTI TO WITHDRAW FROM THE FIELD IN
1964. IN 1965 OLIVETTI RELEASED THE NEW

LL Valentine - Specimen
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13 Points

The system also contains a number
of associated semiconductor

chips that serve as the main mem-
ory for storing program ins-
tructions and data and as inter-
faces for exchanging data of

this sort with peripheral devices
and auxiliary storage units.

The earliest microcomputers mar-
KETED IN THE MID-1970S CON-
TAINED A SINGLE CHIP ON WHICH ALL
CPU, MEMORY, AND INTERFACE

CIRCUITS WERE INTEGRATED. HIGH-

16 Points

As large-scale integration
and then very-large-scale
integration progressively
increased the number of
transistors that could be
placed on one semiconductor
chip, so the processing
capacity of microcomputers
USING SUCH SINGLE CHIPS
GREW COMMENSURATELY. DURING
THE 1980S MICROCOMPUTERS

Lineto Type Foundry
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LL Valentine Bold, Bold ltalic

14 Points

CUBIC® FAMILY 78 Cubic® P.S. 3/8
80 Cubic® Italic Pa«S.
478 Cubic® P.S. 4/7 E-005
178 Cubic® P.S. 2/6 E-006
180 Cubic® P.S. Italic 2/6 E-006
142 Cubic® mini P.S. 2/6 E-008
157 Cubic® Italic P.S. 2/6 E-008
46 Cubic® 1012 (10) E-010 + E-015
46 Cubic® 1012 (12) E-010 + E-020
86 Cubic® Italic 1012 (10) E-010 + E-015
86 Cubic® Italic 1012 (12) E-010 + E-020
64 Cubic® 1215 (12) E-010 + E-021
64 Cubic® 1215 (15) E-010 + E-025
127
46 G
46 G
46 C
MADELEINE FAMILY 46 C
52 Madeleine P.S. (Roman P.S.) 3/8 E-002
182 Madeleine P.S. Italic 3/8 E-002
152 Madeleine P.S. 2/6 E-006
148 Madeleine mini P.S. 2/6 E-008
168 Madeleine 1012 (10) (Roman 10)
168 Madeleine 1012 (12) (Roman 12)
181 Madeleine Italic 1012 (10)
181 Madeleine Italic 1012 (12)
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Cubic® Hebrew
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3/8 E-001

Cubic® Greek 1012
Cubic® Greek 1012
Cubic® Cyrillic 1012
Cubic® Cyrillic 1012
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E-012
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LL Valentine Bold Italic

6.5 Points

The company emplo-
yed some 40,000
people, less than
half of whom worked
in Italy, in 1960,
and its capital had
reached L 40 bil-
lion. Despite an
impressive list of
AWARDS AND INTER-
NATIONAL ACCLAIM,
THE COMPANY ENTERED
A PERIOD OF FALLING
PROFITS AND GRADUAL

insolvencys Olivetti
found itself in
need of outside cap-
ital and management,
and in 1964 it was
rescued by a consor-
tium of Italian
banks and industrial
concerns. Bruno
VISENTINI WAS MADE
PRESIDENT. WHILE
OLIVETTI LEFT

THE MAINFRAME MARKET
DURING THE EARLY

1960s, it did not
ignore the elec-
tronic revolution
then just beginning.
In addition to
converting its add-
ing machines to

what we now call
calculators, the firm
BEGAN MANUFACTU-
RING ELECTRONIC
TYPEWRITERS, BANKING
TERMINALS, AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

8.5 Points

In 1959, in addition
to its line of type-

writers, adding

machines, teleprinters,
and office furniture,

Olivetti unveiled

the Elea 9003, Italy’s
first computer. This

the other early compu-
ter developers. However,

within a few years

Olivetti realized that
it could not match

strides with the more

advanced U.S« pro-
ducts and abandoned the

ROOM-SIZED MACHINE WAS
BUILT WITH AN EYE
TOWARD EVENTUAL COMPETI-
TION WITH IBM AND

MAINFRAME MARKET .«
ADRIANO OLIVETTI’S DEATH
IN 1960 BROUGHT TO

AN END THE OLIVETTI ERA

10.5 Points

Olivetti also entered two new markets,
offering the Copia 2000 line of copiers
and an increasing array of industrial-
automation systems, including robots and
precision machine tools. Most signifi-
cantly, the company continued to produce
smaller computers, and by 1965 was
SELLING BOTH MINICOMPUTERS AND AN EARLY
VERSION OF THE DESKTOP MICRO. OLIVETTI
THUS SURVIVED A PERIOD OF TECHNOLOGICAL

LL Valentine - Specimen 18

13 Points

As World War II dragged on,
however, the position of the
Olivetti family, which was
Jewish, became untenable.
Adriano Olivetti was forced to
flee the country shortly after
his father’s death in 1943;
when he returned at war’s end,
he was able to pick up the
PIECES QUICKLY AND JOIN THE
POSTWAR ECONOMIC BOOM. OLIVETTI
ENJOYED UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH
IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING THE WAR.

16 Points

The company expanded its
export business to include
the entire industrialized
world. It also acquired
Underwood, the U.S. type-
writer manufacturer, in
1959, and built new plants
in southern Italy, Spain,
BRAZIL, ARGENTINA, MEXICO,
AND THE UNITED STATES.

ITS GROWING COLLECTION OF

Lineto Type Foundry
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Technical Information

Latin Afrikaans
Albanian
Asturian
Asu
Basque
Bemba
Bena
Breton
Catalan
Chiga
Colognian
Cornish
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
Embu
English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Filipino
Finnish
French
Friulian
Galician
Ganda
German
Gusii
Hungarian
Icelandic
Igbo
Inari Sami
Indonesian
Irish
Italian
Jola-Fonyi
Kabuverdianu
Kabyle
Kalaallisut
Kalenjin
Kamba
Kikuyu
Kinyarwanda
Koyra Chiini
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Koyraboro Senni
Langi

Latvian
Lithuanian
Lower Sorbian
Luo
Luxembourgish
Luyia
Machame
Makhuwa-Meetto
Makonde
Malagasy
Maltese

Manx

Meru
Morisyen
North

Ndebele
Northern Sami
Norwegian Bokmal
Norwegian
Nynorsk
Nyankole
Oromo

Polish
Portuguese
Prussian
Quechua
Romanian
Romansh
Rombo

Rundi

Rwa

Samburu
Sango

Sangu
Scottish Gaelic
Sena

Serbian
Shambala
Shona

Slovak
Slovenian
Soga

Somali

Spanish
Swahili
Swedish
Swiss German
Tachelhit

Taita

Tasawaq

Teso

Turkish

Upper Sorbian
Uzbek
Volapuk

Vunjo

Walser

Welsh
Western Frisian
Yoruba

Zarma

Zulu
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