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Family Overview

Cornel Windlin created Moonbase
Alphain response to an invita-
tion by FUSE, Neville Brody and
Jon Wozencroft’s experimental
typographic publishing venture, in
1991. The theme of the issue was
‘(Dis-)information’, which Cornel
applied to his own experience as a
designer who found his work to be
increasingly defined by the operat-
ing conditions and limitations of
the information system he was
using: the Apple Macintosh.

Highlighting the interdependen-
cies of input and output in the inter-
play between designer and device,
Cornel purposefully crashed the
Adobe Type Manager, a piece of
software tasked with optimising
the appearance of PostScript fonts
on screen. As a consequence, the
cheap Apple StyleWriter printed
the crudely pixelated screen ren-
dering of a small-size font sample
of Akzidenz Grotesk.

The information contained in
the font file had been severely cor-
rupted; the printouts were showing
crude pixel compositions forming
abstract patterns. After scanning

them, Cornel redrew the square-
pixel shapes, experimented with
rounding the corners and soon
arrived at his new typeface, which
had been largely created by the
(dis-)information system itself: a
typeface that openly displayed its
digital DNA.

Three decades later, Weichi
He played the trick backwards,
reducing Moonbase Alpha’s letter-
shapes to the arrays of square-for-
mat pixels they once were. At the
same time, he re-worked the actual
typeface by making the curved cor-
ners more pronounced, resulting
in fully circular shapes. Eventually,
the two drawings were turned into
a Variable Interpolated Product
that re-tells the story of the crea-
tion of Moonbase Alpha: shifting
between the crude pixel font that
came out of the ill-fed printer and
the rounded letter shapes which
became an iconic mainstay of early
1990s techno culture.

Cornel Windlin (1991), Weichi He/Lineto (2021)
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Glyph Overview

Uppercase

AECDEFCHIJKLMHNOPQR
STUVWXYZ

Lowercase
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turwxys

Proportional
Figures
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Extended
Character Set
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Punctuation
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Currency,
Mathematical
Operators
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Superscripts,

H'I.'2$ ]

Fractions,

Ordinals VW e W W WAV
PP sy S A AU

Numerators, H1234567390

Denominators

H12$&567390

Arrows

-

Symbols

OT " @
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Layout Features

Standard
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LL Moobase VIP Alpha
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Technical Information

Supported Afrikaans
Langages Albanian
Asturian
Asu (Tanzania)
Basque

Bemba (Zambia)
Bena (Tanzania)
Breton

Catalan

Chiga

Cornish
Croatian

Czech

Danish

Dutch

Embu

English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Filipino

Finnish

French

Friulian
Galician

Ganda

German

Gusii
Hungarian
Icelandic

Igbo

Inari Sami
Indonesian
Irish

Italian
Jola-Fonyi
Kabuverdianu
Kabyle
Kalaallisut
Kalenjin

Kamba (Kenya)
Kikuyu
Kinyarwanda
Koyra Chiini Songhay
Koyraboro Senni
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Songhai

Koélsch

Langi

Latvian
Lithuanian
Lower Sorbian
Luo (Kenya and
Tanzania)
Luxembourgish
Luyia
Machame
Makhuwa-Meetto
Makonde
Malagasy
Maltese

Manx

Meru

Morisyen
North Ndebele
Northern Sami

Norwegian Bokmal
Norwegian Nynorsk

Nyankole
Oromo
Polish
Portuguese
Prussian
Quechua
Romanian
Romansh
Rombo
Rundi

Rwa
Samburu
Sango
Sangu (Tanzania)
Scottish Gaelic
Sena
Serbian
Shambala
Shona
Slovak
Slovenian
Soga
Somali

Spanish

Swabhili
(macrolanguage)
Swedish

Swiss German
Tachelhit

Taita

Tasawaq

Teso

Turkish

Upper Sorbian
Uzbek

Volapuk

Vunjo

Walser

Welsh

Western Frisian
Yoruba

Zarma

Zulu
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Open Type aalt  Access All Alternates salt  Stylistic Alternates
Features case Case-Sensitive Forms ssO1  Stylistic Set O1
dnom Denominators ss02  Stylistic Set 02
liga Standard Ligatures sups Superscript
numr Numerators
Codepage Please refer to the Technical Document
Copyright No part of this publication may Lineto GmbH assumes no resposi-

be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any
form or by any means, electronic,
mecanical, photocopying, record-
ing or otherwise, without the prior
written consent of the publisher.
This publication and the informa-
tion herein is furnished AS IS, is
subject to change without notice,
and should not be constured as a
commitment by Lineto GmbH.

bility for any errors or inaccuracies,
makes no warranty of any kind
(express, implied or statutory) with
respect to this publication, and
expressly disclaims any and all war-
ranties of merchantability, fitness
for particular purposes and non-
infringement of third party rights.
Brand or product names, used in
this publication, are the trademarks
or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.
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